Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 30, 2023, the Fourth Sunday of Easter!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR Apr. 30 and May 7: Robert Endy, Brenda Warner and To be announced. Greeters for May 14 and May 21: Ed & Peggy Berra and To be announced.
LAY READERS: Apr. 30 - Leon Shaffer; May 7 - Bridget Campbell; May 14 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Apr. 30 - Ed & Peggy Berra; May 7 & May 14 - Marie Herb; May 21 & May 28 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
LIFELINE PREGNANCY BABY BOTTLES CAMPAIGN:  Please return baby bottles by May 21st. Baby bottles are available if you wish to participate, please see sign-up sheet or Marie Herb.
2023 GRADUATES: If there are any 2023 Graduates, please let the church office know their name, (high school/college, degree, activities & Special Honors) by May 14.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
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                                April 30, 2023

                       Fourth Sunday of Easter
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

April 30, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM 

Fourth Sunday of Easter
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Norine Goss                     

L:  Can you hear the voice of God?
P:  We hear God calling us by name.   

L:  Are your troubled or distressed?
P:  We come here to find a place to rest for awhile.
L:  Come and find a guide who knows these lands.

P:  We come to praise our Shepherding God, whose pathways and doors lead to life.
L:  Come! Let us worship the Good Shepherd!

      *Hymn -     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”        Page 2
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, we thank you for revealing yourself to us as the Good Shepherd. Like sheep who have gone astray, we have not heeded your voice, we seek our own path rather than following you. Forgive us for rejecting your shepherding care and your love and guidance. With grateful hearts we praise you for the countless times you have sought us out and set our feet back on the path that leads to your eternal home. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 23:1-6 (Responsive)                                  
  L: The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
P:  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.
L:  He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
P: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
 L: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;   You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
 P: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

      We believe in one God, maker and ruler of all things, Father of all people, The source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love. We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our Teacher, Example, Shepherd, Redeemer, the Savior of the World. We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for comfort and for strength. We believe in the church as the fellowship for worship, and service of all who are united in the Living Lord. This we believe!
Hymn -            “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”      Page 462
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:          John 10:1-10 (Pg. 139 N.T. Pew Bible)  
                                  Leon Shaffer, Lay Reader           
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “The God Who Knows Your Name”     
   Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                    “He Leadeth Me”                         Page 461
        PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Will Porter, (Home, Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); Barbara  & Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer;  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; Chad Kitchen, (Hosp); John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr. 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May   2 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
May   7 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May   9 - 5:30-7:00PM - Community Meal at Valleys 
May 14 - Mother’s Day -
                 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
NO ELDERS MEETING on Mon. May 1st.

DEACONS MEETING on Tues. May 2nd at 7:00PM.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.
GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 9th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Ham, Parsley potatoes, Green beans, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals are eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. May 4th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                      Weekly Devotional for April 30, 2023

Hymn Suggestions:

“Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”
Page 2

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

Page 462

“He Leadeth Me”



Page 461

Invocation:

Holy God, for Christ who loved us to the cross, we offer our prayer.  Let this be a wonderful day of celebration in which we reaffirm our love for one another and for you.  May we in all things honor you from whom the gifts of life come.  For we pray in the Spirit of Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Scripture:   Psalm 23, John 10:1-10

Sermon:


“The God Who Knows Your Name”
Lloyd Ogilvie tells of an experience he had when visiting the Holy Lands.  One night as he sat on a hillside outside of the village where he was staying he watched a large flock of sheep in the valley.  He said, “Several shepherds were tending their flocks . . . as the sun began to set, I began to watch a remarkable thing take place.  Suddenly, as if by some prearranged signal, the shepherds began to call out to the sheep.  Each walked in a different direction.  To my utter amazement, the sheep, after milling around, divided, and a separate group followed each shepherd.”  He said, “What a lovely sight – the shepherd out in front and the sheep following faithfully behind.  They knew their shepherd and he knew his sheep.  Each shepherd led his sheep to a different sheepfold.  Each sheepfold had four walls, with a man-sized opening on one side.  The shepherds stood inside the sheepfolds and called their sheep inside.  Then they built fires just outside the door and began preparing their evening meal.”  He said, “It was almost dark when I started back to the village.   I turned for one last look at the magnificent scene below.  The picture is still etched in my mind. The shepherds seated in the doors of the folds, fires blazing, the sheep secure inside.”

This story brings to my mind our text for today.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd who guards, protects, and leads and knows each sheep individually by name.  And the sheep know the shepherd.  They respond to his voice.  

But I have to admit that when I look at a flock of sheep, I see exactly that – a big flock.  That’s all.  I don’t see a sheep.  I see sheep.  All alike.  None different.

But not so with the Shepherd.  To Him, every sheep has a name.  The one with thick white wool, that’s Amos.  And the one with one ear up and other down, that’s Simon.  And the small one with a black patch on his leg, he’s an orphan with no brothers.  He’s known as Joseph.  Verse 3 says, “He calls His own sheep by name and leads them out.”

When I see a crowd, I see exactly that – a crowd.  When you go to the Farm Show, you see a mass of people – not persons, but people.  A crowd of human beings.  That’s all we see.

But not so with the Shepherd.  To him every face is different.  Every face is a story.  Every face is a child.  They are his own.  Every child has a name.  The one with long hair – that’s Sally.  The tall one – that’s Harry.  The one with a puzzled look on his face – that is Jim.

That’s how our Lord sees us.  He knows His sheep – not the flock, but the sheep.  He knows each one by name.  That is why the Lord says in the parable of the lost sheep, “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?”  The obvious answer is YES!  He will!  And the amazing thing about this is that, despite the large number – 100 sheep, the Shepherd will know if one is missing.  Why – because He does not look at the flock, but the sheep.  Every one matters.  Every one is precious.

Look around you.   Go ahead – look around you – to the side and the back and to the front.  Do you see a crowd?  A mass of people?  Or do you see faces that you know and truly appreciate?  Look around today.  Is there anyone you can’t call, because you do not know his or her name?

Not so with God.  The Lord says in Isaiah 49:16a “See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.”  Amazing – “Engraved” – cannot be taken off.  Your name is on God’s hand.  We learn that He calls us by name.  Your name is upon His lips.  And Isaiah tells us your name is on His palm.

Have you seen your name in some special places?  Maybe you’ve seen your name on a certificate or diploma.  Maybe your name has been mentioned in the newspaper for some important function or an accomplishment.  How do you feel?  You feel very honored, don’t you!  Very special!

Think for a moment – my name is on God’s lips, and on God’s hand?  Can it be?  Perhaps for some of us, you’ve never seen your name honored.  You felt neglected.  You can’t remember the last time someone mentioned your name with kindness.  If so, it may be difficult for you to believe that God knows your name at all.

The truth is, He does.  Written on his hand.  Spoken by His mouth.  He knows all about you.  He made you.

One of our greatest desires in life is to be known, and more importantly to be understood.  It’s hard to explain, but to have someone know who you are brings a sense of significance to life.

God, the greatest One in the universe, knows you by name and has your name engraved upon His palm.

Do you feel unimportant or insignificant?  Jesus did not say the Shepherd calls the flock.  He calls the sheep.  And he calls them by name.  He calls them His own.

John 10:6 says that “Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what He was telling them.”  Jesus went on to explain to them the extent of the Shepherd’s love and care for the sheep.   The Shepherd cares for the sheep so much, that He is willing to lay down His life in order to keep them alive.  If that is the only way to give them life, then the Shepherd will give up His to save them.  That’s the extent of His love and care for you.

When I was Pastor at Emmanuel in Abbottstown, one Sunday evening we were having a fellowship meal.  It was a hot summer evening and the doors were open for air circulation.  Suddenly one of our young mothers screamed “Nicolas” as she literally ran out of the church and into traffic of the center square of Abbottstown.  She ran fearlessly out into the street yelling her child’s name and as she did traffic stopped.  What compelled her to do that?  Simply this:  Nicolas who was about three years old got away from his mother and father and had run out of the building and out into the street.  And this young mother laid her life on the line to save her child.  She ran out in front of cars and trucks on what is known as one of the busiest intersections of old Route 30 and made the traffic stop so she could save her child.  

John 15:12-15 says, “My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this – that he lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.”  Here lies the challenge for us!  We are to treasure others the way the Lord treasures us.  Love people, the way the Lord loves us.

We are not called to be solitary saints or spiritual hermits, isolated from others.  The Bible says we are put together, joined together, built together, heirs together, fitted together, and held together and will be caught up together.

Although our relationship with Jesus is personal, it is not private.  We are to be connected to other believers in the same family.  And we will belong to each other for eternity.

Let’s care for the sheep in the flock, the individual in the crowd.

Let me leave you with this question to think about – and hopefully act upon – 

“What one step can I take today to connect with another believer at a more genuine, heart-to-heart level so that I can become a blessing to them and to God?

Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Loving Father, sometime we get weary of hearing all the bad news of the world.  We long for the good old days when life seemed so much safer and simpler; when we felt cherished and protected.  In this spirit, we have come to this time of worship, seeking your peace and hope.  We know that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, knows our name and our needs.  We know that He listens for our cries and responds in love.  We can have great assurance in that.  

So today we offer the names and situations of illness, and concern which touch our lives and our souls.  We pray for ________________________________.  We have expressed our heart’s desire for their healing and restoration.  May Your abundant love flood over them until they are more than filled.  May Your love be with all their situations and needs.  God be with us, strengthen us, restore us, heal us, and challenge us to witness to the Good News of Salvation offered through Jesus Christ.  Open our hearts this day, and enter into our lives.  We pray now these things through Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen”

Benediction:

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  Amen.

